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SOME NEW noOKS
Catherine tie Medici

S An alluring task that often before h
essayed but never yet has been pe

accompllHhed Is once moro attempt
a volume entitled Catherine de

and the Frtnch Ttdormction by
BICHKI E P Dutton t Co Not
general historian of sixteenth centu
Franco but such special Investigators
Bouchot and Capeflguo such essayists
BalnteBeuve and Brunetl ro and su
novelists as the elder Dumas Balz-

if have tried to fathomdecipher and transfi-

i canvas the complex and elusive pe-

onollty of the Florentine wlfo of tho roy

f Joer of do Poltlors of tho wido

and for thirty years from
t husbands death In 1559 to her own demli-

llglous political Hoclal esthetic hwto

of Franco Tho author of this book mak
no kind of pretension to the discovery
new documents or revelation of faa
hlfherto unearthed As she justly n

us In a preface however much li

that In print is burled
the dust of Is therefore pro
tlcally unknown Even on tho part pf
gleaner in fields supposed to have bet

previously traversed an enormous
of patience and industry is needed to f

through tomes inconceivably tedious f

the sake of a solitary paragraph perhaps
eolitary sentence that may throw covete

ray of light and servo the occasion in
To gather together sonv old fragment

to prevent to rescue tho fo

vivid facts nnd Impressions embedded
I ruinous remains still more If pcwslblo I

cast some Illumination on tho characters
nn age and thus indirectly on its events
these seem aims not altogether incompat
LIe with usefulness or with the mode
means at an ordinary chroniclers disposal

Such hM been tho humble but worth
purpose of tho indefatIgable resenrchoi
the winnowed outcome of which is embodle
In the book before us nor will any candId

render personally conversant with th
story of sixteenth century Franco

lhat the object has been attained to a
extent that reflects high erfdlt on the authoi
There U here ample proof of tho alxsenco c

prejudice or preconception and on man

a page is presented evidence of sound judg-

ment of an equitable spirit of catholl
i sympathies of penetration into motives an

cliaractcrs In a word of the possession c

that rare gift tho historical imagination
enables ono a remote and allo
point of view and to appreciate the subtl
influence of a strange moral social and in
telloctunl atmosphere Wo add that thi
author has at hor disposal a rich vocabu
Jary well adapted to nl discrimination
and half tints and ahlo to indicate
finer shades of thought and sentiment bj-

I means of a flexible sensitive transluoeni
And pictorial style

We should say at once that this book
would more accurately have been described
es The Youth of Catherine de Medici
for it carriflj us from the subjects birth
1519 only to 062 when as Regent she con
eluded with the Prince do Condo the so
called Peace of Ambolse which practlcs Hy

abolished tho Proteitant liberty of worship
and gave away the Protestant cause It
maybe taken for granted and it certainly
IB to bo hoped that the present volume will

be supplemented with another dealing
with the second half of Catherines life
It is true that the woman of tim next twenty

years by taste and inclination
bigot only by policy Is not pleasant

to read of It U also true however ns our
author nay that the is always Interesting
considered as ft humin document We

assume then that the story of the bter
Catherine de Mecllci th coadjutor of Atva
the Catherine of St Barthlomews Eve
of the Catliolle League will likewise In

due time be written and that thus will be
completed tho record of an enigmatic and
abnormal personality Meanwhile wo shall
endeavor to indicate at once the usefulness

I and the attractiveness of the work
us by outlining what is here set down con

i coming the three figures in the foreground
I Catherine do Medici herself Henri II
I hor beloved but unloving husband end the

woman whom of all others she had
I to hate Diane de Poitiers
I of Normandy and DucbcMs ol

Valentlnois-

Catherlna Maria Ituniola de Medici was

born as we have fold in 1010 at Florence
Her father was Lorenzo of Urblno the
great nephew of Ix renrci the Magnificent
hor mother wn Madeleine do
dAuvorgns the child of Jcaime do Bourbor
and of the Seigneur do Lutour a descendant
of Geoffrey da Bouillon lao X was her
great unoo and of another Medici
Clement VII siio was the necond
onoe removed Uippolyte afterward the-

I
Cardinal do who was poisoned at
the ago of 2i or first cousin once re-

moved and Aleiisandro who
became the Infamous Duko of Florence
was her halfbrother l elng lllegitlmati

I con of her fattier by n Moorish woman
It is thus evident that Medician craft

I Medician Bumptuousnew Bourbon
anti Bourbon dignity wore born

thcr blood tho acuteness of Italians
h f Jlawbllul dulla 4 IX 11UII

natal dower Hor mother died at her birth
her father decadent and worn out fol-

lowed his wile a few days htor and his
mother Orxinl who assumed

her orphan grandchild was hor
die in tho following year Tho

childs condition was certainly desolate
thenceforward hor life was a series of

Sittings from one nunnery to another
until at 11 years of ago she was convoyed-
to Rome and thero installed as the relation
of Clement VII who was bent on

a splendid bargain of his kins-
woman

After rejecting such applicants for her
hnnd as James V of Scotland Francesco
Storm Duko of Milan and tho Duke of
Mitntit the accepted Henri Duo
TUnAins son but destined

to become the successor of Francis I At
the of 15 she was married at Marseilles-
but the chief figure In the wedding pageant
was not tho bridegroom still a halffledged-
lad hut lila father Francois I by whose
dazzling personality the young Prince was
eclipsed Thus Catherines married life
began She who though so young was
already a highly cultured nnd polished
Princess found herself the unwished for
wife of a silent gloomy boy who had
lag to say to her or as yot for tho matter-
of that to anybody else Dreary enough
must have l ocu theIr early life together
but worse was to come for only three
years after her marriage Catherine found
herself supplanted If indeed she ever had
a place in tho heart of her husband by
Diana de Poitiers hold upon him
remained his death
twentythree years later

Our author points out that in Catherines
portraits her development may be

traced from tho day when she was a plump
lUttle girl of twelve with rather heavy
knocks and prominent eyes and coils

f hair The bride of fifteen the younrf
woman of twenty to twentyfive grows
toadlly maturer in expression and

outlines We are told however
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that the Catherine of thirty to forty la

Catherine at her beet She ia a beautiful

woman when her face la veiled says a
contemporary writer I express myself

thus because la tall her figure Is elegant

nnd her skin delicate Hut aa for her face

it is not at all her mouth U too

large and her eyea big and pale ThU la-

the queen whom France drew
with llnoa aa strong and subtle with curves
oa crafty and elusive as of

his sitter This portrait is reproduced In

the present book with the com-

ment Catherine wear no out
for look

and the colorless eyea
the of brown hair the full

add io the myatery
human mystery of her face Our author
adds that in the Catherine of 1572 and later
all characteristics had grown exam

8Ubtletyswhlch in earlier
when fulfilment was to come
not fail to arouse curiosity has lost its
Interest the face Is more the
cheeks and jaws heavier while massive
double chin eoareons the whole impression

Catherine grew so unwieldy
ape that she could hardly walk and we

that her mind alo grew grower and
Itself in and that oho even lost her

cunning as a player of State chess
If theCatherineof history has been drawn

by Clouet In the picture to be seen In the
Muaee de Versailles Pourbua also painted
hor aa faithfully and perhaps with a keener
sense of the drama In she played
The portrait by Pourbus hangs In the pea

ago between the Pitt Palace the Uflzzl

and it shows us Catherine de Medici when

she was thirty old The
homing the long

broad forehead the rounded cheeks are
all before us Robed In a roaeplnk satin
gown sown with Orient pearls a black

train flowing behind her a Jewel glowing-

at her breast she stands before us as if she
thought that she would endure forever
Young remote relentless preeminent

being she dominates the
rail she once dominated tho
world of her own generation
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There is no attempt thla voluL
to whitewash Eqult

compels our author however to point
that crimes not her own were ascribed t
her and that she was by no means so wholl

black as she has been painted She ha

generally figured hitherto aa a kind e

feminine stage a mysterious flgut

surrounded by astrologers and oecre

drawers tilled with poison bottles an
which tho elder Dumas and

in a day when history was all
artistic rather than scientific contribute-

not a little Nowadays science has ej
terminated the race of villalni

and is to replace them b

victims of constitutional infIrmities It i

hero suggested that perhaps the truth I
the case of Catherine as often lies betweei
two extremes On the one hand it is ad
misted that her poison cupboard at Blots

which once figured in history is
proved to be a fable is now but a syrabo

of a whole mythology that has gatherec

around her name She dealt In ncgativi-

nvil an instrument of mischief no less

rffctlvp p rhap indeed no less deadly

than the common sort of poisonings aacrib-
etotvr Most of tho sensational accusation
ipaiist Cathrino are on no
foundation Tin
which she can be charged with certainty
war those of Collgny and Lignerollea-
Bh was no doubt a pupil of MachlavelU

hut hhe Hid not likoCaBsar Borgia cafrj-

ht to implacable conclusions A

all when she left Italy she was
young to have had much If any practise-

In harm doing and assuredly she did not

find much that was bettor than herself ir

her immediate surroundings at the Frencr
court Diane de Poitiers and the Gulsei

a special staff of doctors at Paris tc

put nn unobtrusive end to the ol

benefices and Margaret of
tho patroness of the Reformers was
to relobrate mass in hor bedroom
avoid the poison which a prelate wasanxioue
to administer to her In tho Communion

cupTouching the indiscriminate calumnies
of which Catherine has been the target
our author remarks We may be sure
that people especially women must al

have seemed possible to Mfmsefrcs
monsters are necessarily unhls-

torlcnl Hence too whatever work of
cleansing or ccarins helps to free the
picture from deposits and make It tone
with its surroundngH whether to bo re-

lieved from layers of incrustlng
or whitewash must be a work In

the cause of truth History t not written
in blacs and white but In subtle grays
and halflints and studying some char-
acter from the past i often like at
a figure in a on which we can
not get a full light At first we see Its
robes as black then as we search more
closely and grow accustomed the ob-

scurity wo find that the draperjte are not
pf ono color but of manifold twilight
shades and it is only of con-

venience that we use positive terms at
ill Catherine with Medician craft In her
Veins was far too diplomatic to be

positively Frankness even in sin
would have been to her a breach not of
morals but of

From the evil which Catherine
has been accused hut of which she must
be accounted guiltless the heinous con
option of the massacre of St Bartholo
mews Eve must be eXcepted It is here

however that St Bartholomews
be taken aaa measure of Cathe

rines action for the massacre was not
deliberately planned but was the outcome
jf her hand being forced through her own

She had made a mis-

take natural to her She had underrated
ollgny and his power which threatened

to vie with herown From the point of view
if her own interest his removal became
necessary and the Guises were but too
willing to be her agents in tor It
ffs when they failed to kill him and when
the rumor ran that the Protestants had
rawed an nstant and general vengeance
for this plot against their chief that panic
seized her She lelt she must effec-

tually forestall them the result was the
mseacro This terrible decjd of
therefore throws no real light
laturo excepting it that she
pound no bar in to a business
tt could hardy however have been the
euult of cold blooded premeditation for

the herself who desired peace at almost
my price would have been the first to
reject It as a blunders

It is pronounced unlucky for Catherine
hat she happened to have a taste for as
rology and to have established an Italian
istrologerln a tower near her room Noth
ng waa more natural however Like all

contemporaries she had a profound
xslief inthe influence of stars upon human
ives In her day astrologers were con-
sulted in aa commonplace a way aa doo
ors but were

to tako place and
xrtiona roodicaraenta ware
heir normal accessories These nye
erie have surrounded her with a legend
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ary atmosphere of moroseneea As a mat-

ter of fact she was far from being
It la obvious indeed that being
of physical beauty and yet able to bend
men and women to her will as she did
Catherine must have possessed some strange
fascination So In truth she did Her
real indifference to the welfare of
did not betray itself socially
brilliant acutely alive She had French
wit and Italian conversation and
she must have how to amuse or
she would not in the early of her
marriage have been the com-

panion of the blas I Her wit
salt and shrewd was of the broad collo-

quial kind well suited to cheer a
monarch

She understood how to laugh not often
but aptly Then wrote a Venetian
envoy she began to laugh a great deal
aa she always does when something takes
her fanoy Brantome also reports She
would laugh her fill like anybody else She

to say the right word and knew
meet people takingly Our author

doubtless hits It when she says that Cath
erines power lay not so much In what she
did aa in her science of doing She knew
the right moment for laughing and for
weeping She was Indeed intensely femi-

nine and none grasped better than she
that a womans strength lies in her weak-

ness It ia not asserted in the book before
us that her tears and smiles were exactly
hypocritical they wero at hand
however She was an and there-
fore demonstrative While conceding that
amenity was no doubt her best and
deportment part of her creed
thinks that there must have been a real
social amiability her and that a
visitor at her probably truthful
when he records that she had a most beau-

tiful manner and that both in her
and her gestures she sought to
everybody of pleasing
brought her plenty of The innumer
able letters which she wrote to plead for
proteges or to get them suitable poets
were a work If not of kindness at least of
benevolence
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It also is to be noted aa for her tune
position a very rare achievement
Catherine de Medici should have kept
reputation intact living as she did In
age of signal Immorality when illegitlma
love affairs constituted part of the norm
Ufe of almost every great lady For
Princess to go entirely unscathed 1

malicious tongues would indeed ha
been Impossible but the few scanda
breathed against Catherine obtained scar
credence even at the time and man
festly were Inventions of her anomie
In a word she is here pronounced the
respectable bad woman on record
respectability is attributed to a want
inclination of temperament not to an
standard of conduct That she had

principle is evident from her des
ings with other women as with her flyin
squadron of attendants for whom sh
deliberately planned liaison d conn
nonce for political purposes Her aeverit
was reserved not for the crime but fc

the criminal who allowed it to be foun-
oxit Before a breach of decorum or an
moral clumsiness she was
and the ladies who could not
faults to themselves were rigorously ex
polled from her court HerrownlmmunJt
from shewasnot flt an

the slave of low Impulses but it
of moral scruple To say

she was free from prejudice ia to soy little
she was incapable of forming any
meets save those dictated by persons
convenience This from prejudld
produces the effect extent real
of a large mind But the largeness tha
proceeds from fine proportions Is one thing
that which comes from emptiness an
other and Catherines mind had the widtl
of an unfurnishedroom in a marble palaci

vast mysterious unlived in and peril-

ously cold
It 1s true enough as our author admits

that Catherine de Medici would be almos
Intolerable to read about had she not beci
unhappy Unhappy in truth she was ii

public as in private life Her tears wen
too and the want of some

was a sore trial to her
The was a very lonely woman I know
wrote one who saw her often that she

las many times been found in her
weeping but of a sudden she hath

eyes dissembled her sorrow and tc
he end that she might deceive whc
would judge of the true state
jy the expression of her countenance she

lath shown herself to the world with a

atm and joyous mien One day however-
he Spanish envoy saw her break

Vs she was coming from the Council
she took him by the hand Why dc
smile said she Will your

illow me to tell you Speak she re
sharply Well your Majestys

with sleep one would
were waking from a dream It is
too true she answered aa the tears

inched to her eyes 1 have every
o appear dreamy for alone and
landed I bear the burden of affairs You
would be amazed she continued if you
mderetood what has just happened I no

know in whom I trust Through
weal and wo nevertheless her dauntless
pint wore Its regal armor polished and
furiously inlaid like the Renaissance come
eta in museums She it la writes
torrer one of the Ambassadors from
renloo who has preserved at court the

only vestige of royal majesty which ia still
o be found there is the reason why
have ever rather than

lere again says our feels
thoroughly the QueenMother was a

roman
It Is well known that Catherine de Medici

iad abundant and abiding muse for grief
feeling she had apart from ambition

nd selfInterest one feeling that slumbered
leep like some subterranean current in her
nlgmationature prompting deeds and pro
luclng results that the world has ascribed
a other causes This feeling was her
jve for her husband a love that was never
equlted The fact has been too much
iverlooked in the general Interest that
urrounds his superficially romantic attach-
ment to Diane de Poitiers Catherine
slow to complain kept her secret with
lignlty
It is in truth impossible not to admire-

ho dignity with which she bore this trial
She never reproached him and she served
lm faithfully with a wistful and thankless
evotlon Perhaps the primitive woman
a her came out clearly in this that

kept her the ono being who
punted her Henri even roused fear In

and this caused a certain shyness
rhlch made her awkward in his presence

probably prevented hor from pleasing
he naturally taciturn King But her
ehtlment influenced her life in ways that
avo hardly been recognized It kept her

rebelling against his wishes even
hen for her they meant
ad it not been for this attachment she

would not have waited forchis death
de Poitiers It waa not till

widow that o the one
infidonte she had in the world
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daughter whom she loved Elizabeth
The letter Is the only bit of se

revelation amid the multitude of
that make up Catherines
As such It ia a precious human dboumei
touching enough from such a womt
Mamye she wrote commend yours

very much to God for you have seen i

of old as contented as you are now a
believing that I should never have a
trouble but this one that I was not
in the way I wished by the King

father who doubtless me beyoi

my deserts But I much rt
I was always afraid of him as you
well enough And now God hs taken hi

away from me

de Poitiers Catherines succeaaf
nearly twenty years older 81

waa almost 37 when in 1638 she first
Catherines husband who was bare
20 She was old enough to be
How then did she manage to captlva
him and hold him subjugated until h

accidental death In 1589 A beauty
was not Her lover himself in his
fervid never pretended that at

was so of this book has four
curious to compare the writers of Diane

own time or Immediately after with
another and to discover how with rooi

or lees evasion they all agree about her
Brantome the professional liar to

great lady was a paragon la

who mentions her beauty I sa
Madame la Duchesse de Valentlnols h

says when she was 70 aa fair of
nance andaa amiable as when she
Unfortunately for his veracity she die

at 64 Other writers are more truthfu
though discreet She came into tfc

Kings life writes a Venetian when h

was only Dauphin He has loved he
dearly and loves her still old though at
be She has itmust be said never use
point yet perhaps by virtue of the mlnut
pains she takes she ia very far from af
pearing as old as she is A French chronl-

cler to less considerate It WM a grlevou
thing said he to see a young prino
adore a covered with wiinklei
and a gray and eye
whloh had grown were even some

red This rather unkind descrif
borne out by some Latin verses

written when she was 38 about elghteei
months after her meeting with Henr
They begin not not
for all their elegance do they apai
her white hair or her wrinkles It la tree
nevertheless that many women no more
beautiful than she have been of a tern
perament ao romantic that they have wove
around themselves a sort of aureole a
at glamour and of mystery Here again
has legend at work this time upo
Diane and again according to ou

author the legend Is unwarranted by fact
The truth ia that Diane de Poitiers was
In the least romantic or poetic but the mos
matter of fact woman the
practical as only a French woman can

utterly absorbed In concrete things
secret of influence

Catherines all not in

icrutable She was the first to find ou
ind to draw forth his latent powers power
hat his father had never discerned ani
hat he had never realized thougl
le all the discomfort of unex
jreesed and unused her
elf had sufficient penetration tha
iia gloom waa the gloom of a concentrates
lature He wo inarticulate she taugh
ilm to speak He war awkward ant

from diffidence she gave bin
and success Above all hi

affection His father absorbed ii
son hod never liked the secon-

dI do not care for dreamy sullen sleep
ihlldren he said of Henri HI
nother who have found out wha
vas in him he was still a child

de was the first woman t
into his life the first person to ahoy

him any tenderness passion devotion
eaped forth in response While she war

makIng a man of him she was also
poet the lyricsaddressed to her

fervent and were all written in his owe
lellcate hand She was much more intent
in making a king however and if
ource of her power lay in his need of
ion another as potent lay in his
mentor-
In a word Diane de Poitiers found Gather

ics husband a morose and tonguetiet
oy She evoked In him a man of sagacitj
nd force a monarch She was unique

respect that from first
he the education of a king

singular historical phenom-
non our author remarks Perhaps ne

roman before or after has formed a rulei-
s completely aa Diane de Poitiers
lend II though had Louis

when he first met Mme de Main
mon that great lady would have vied with-

er It might even be said that few women
ave more completely formed any man 01

a steadier hold upon him The
legitimate alliance of Henri II and Diane
e Poitiers has become such a classic ol-

istorioal scandal has been so overlaid
gossip and political considerations

dot and its Indestructibility have
een too much overlooked Our author
r her part suggests that it should count-

s one of the rare things in biography
assion that lasted rarer still among royal
eraonagea who are more apt to deal in
silent episodes than in faithful love
Careful investigation has ahownthat there-
as absolutely no ground for the charge
iat Diane de Poitiers had Irregular rela

with I before she became
of his son It has also proved

npoeslble to discoverin her life anything
justify the imputation of Infidelity to

end II She always led the existence
r a faithful wife whether a legitimate

illegitimate one and the absurd report
r a liaison with the poet Marot was never

believed It was Important that
of this volume should examine

iese accusations for had they proved
ell foundecF they would have affected
atonally the place of Diane in history
ad she been a light woman she would

test half of her It is certainly
remarkable fact II should

ive been unwaveringly loved and served
f two women of stainless

notwithstanding gone down to pos
city as types of immorality

Catherine the Great of Ruiila
For upward of a hundred years French
liters recalling doubtless the sympa
letlo attitude of Voltaire Diderot and the
ncycloroulsts toward the Empress of the

have shown themselves keenly in
rested In Catherine II of Russia sur
Lined the Great As lately as nine years
jo M C de Lariviere devoted a volume

Catherine and classed her with Fred
Ick the Great of Prussia Maria Theresa
id Voltaire among the real masters of the
ghteenth century In England on
her hand this extraordinary personage
A been much neglected An attempt to
pair this neglect so far as of
pects of her life are concerned a now
ado In a book entitled Tile Covrtihipt of

7reo by PHILIP W SKROKAN-
Ttesobolar o Trinltjr College Oxford J P
pplncott1 Company The author assures
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us that he has no thought of competli
with the great pioneering which h

been done elsewhere notably by M Wai-
ueuaki and that this book would
been penned had that writers blograph
with Its tremendous wealth of quotallq
from sources not accessible In
been likely to fall within the range of t
ordinary reader Mr Sergeant ockno
edges profound Indebtedness to that 1

and also to Messes Jauffert
Rambaud but not on that account has
deemed himself relieved from the duty
consulting whewer It possible

authorities including
contemporary Memoir

Secrete and the Life of II
by the Rev W T who In 177 b
came chaplain to factory i

St Petersburg We haveno intention
wearying the reader by hero following
detail the monotonous and nauseous recoi
of Catherines Innumerable lovers but
seems worth while to note what the autb-
haa to say about her connection with
death of her husband Peter III and
outline some of the conclusions to whli

the study of her character hi

led

I
There la no doubt that Sophia tho daugl

tar of a brother of the ruler of the
German principality of AnholtZerbst
did not assume the name of Catherine unt
she became a member of the Greek Chute
after being selected by the Czarina Ellzabel
for the bride of her nephew Peter
grandson of Peter the Great and the recoi
nlzed heir of the Russian Empire wt
privy to the conspiracy by which her hui

band Peter III was deposed It is
indisputable that such excuse as may I

furnished by the law of Bolfpreeervatla
she had For had Peter III been allowed t

rule any longer he would have divorce
her and put her to death or at least set
her Into exile It is howevor a matter
controversy whether her unfortunate hui

band was murdered in the confinement t

which he was condemned and whethe
If he was assassinated she had any tore
knowledge of the plot to commit tho crlmi
According to the official report Peter
death was due to apoplexy but tho almost
universal belief expressed both tin
and In the works of later writers was tin
the deposed Emperor was murderet
Alexis Orlof was generally accused of
seed and our author concedes that If
death was unnatural probabilities t-

Uexls Orlof as the author of it but
that all elaborate accounts of a plteou
strangling or scene such aa
few writers be dismissed a

Jctltloua If Orlof or another did kill Pete
he crime was accomplished without wit

lessee Peter was a weakling whom
would be easy to of existence-

It is obvious there was murde

lone Catherines knowledge or ignorant
f it becomes of great Importance in a

sstimate of her character The Prince d

Jgne who knew her well took pains t-

jstablish her complete innocence on-

jueationed the Emperors old
those perfect liberty to tell what
mrred struck him tut the best possible
if Catherines total ignorance of the deed
Apparently wrote the Prince de Ligne
she does not know that the crime Is im

to her could hardly bo quit
the lies he adds after mention

ng how her detractors heaped crime 01

rime as hers of lackeys or of a

iase nave endeavored to dim the o

hat immortal reign One only needed t-

ee the Empress to listen to her to knoi
life story to be sure of hergoodness

ustlce and unvarying kindness Th
erms in which this absolution was pro
iounced ore justly described by the autho
f this volume as excessive but it Is at tin

ame time pointed out that the Prince di-

ilgne though a partisan was anythln
a simpleton His view says Mr

lergeant in the matter of Peters death is

3 effect that of every trustworthy judgi-

ontempqrary with Catherine The accu
atlon against her of ordering her husband
asasslnatlon is only put forth by tin
sandal loving the disreputable or thi
itterly prejudiced

A to x answered
namely whether although Peter III ma

ave been slain entirely without her know
dge Catherine did not condone the doe

when it had been done Our author
she made no attempt to

She was satisfied with the repori
by the physicians who conducted th-

ostmortem examination and took nc
reassure a hesitating public whll

any discussion of the event
is trustworthy tot tho osser

on her manner on receipt of the
which Alexis Orlof brought to St

as font as he could ride on the day tin
occurred was against her She wat

about to make her appearance at cowl
nd did appear there with a tranquil air
ut Immediately afterward shut herself uj

Orlof Panln and others to deliberate
nether the Senate and people should be

at once It was determined to wait e

ay and Catherine after dining as usual
an evening court

Next day the made known
itensibly for the to Catherine
3 she sat at table whereupon she rose

her eyes full of tears as though she
id just heard of the catastrophe dIn
itselng those sitting at the meal with her
iut herself up and for several

of profound grief
and our author sees no reaaor

doubt Its correctness It is certain that
i the proclamation announcing her hue
ends death from violent colic she bode

people pray sincerely to God for the
pose of Peters but asked

consider the unexpected and
eath aa an especial effect of the providence

God impenetrable decrees are
ringing for us for our throne and
r our country things only to

ia holy will
In Mr Sergeants perhaps too charitable

pinion a fair deduction from the evidence
that Catherine did not either order or

nsent to Peters removal but that after
s had died probably by foul she

cepted the situation and did
an inquiry which it
her of all suspicion

vsltate the punishment of one or more
she could not afford to punish She

Jbllshcd a version of her husbands end
htch could not be disproved and cannot

be demonstrated false made a decent
mw of a grief which she could not be
Epccted to feel and for the rest imposed
lence so far as such an imposition won
actlcablo on discussion Thereby of
mrse she gave tho scandalmongers a
indie but preserved her throne Our

thinks that if we cannot consider
verdict sufficient or seemly

know that she is reproached with some
ifles about her husband but these are
imily affairs with which I do not meddle
full weight should be allowed to all argu
ants drawn from her precarious position

Her strategy was the only strategy which
luld Insure her victory In of
intense difficulty and danger

There v tJo bi hbinAiew of her mul
udlnous lore affairs have suggested
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that the case of Catherine II was one
alienist The hypothe

of asexuaTporversityamounting to moni

however is scarcely with tl

singular sobriety and sanity which In t

except In her relations with
characterized her conduct Appa

poet Pope who in his way was
psychologist would have pronounced
normal for In some familiar lines he seer
to have foreshadowed as typical
subjugation by two master cravings

In men we various rullnt passions fled
In women two almost divide the kind

only fixed they Imt or lint obey
of pleasure and the love of sway

Our author recalls that Masson In h-

Meraolree Secrets makes a remark c

similar Import when ho says of Cathi
nine She had two passions which
died with her her love forman whic

degenerated into Hbertinage and her k
of glory which degenerated Into vanity
Other students of her career have four
It hard to make Catherines behavk
with regard to favorites harmonize with hi
general character M Wallszouakl aftf
stating that her shameless sensuality seen
an isolated phenomenon unconnected wit
the rest of her temperament t

say that this Is so perhaps only In

and that there may be a psychologies
connection between this sensuality and
Intellectual culture of ono who loved t

call herself a pupil of Voltaire He sees L

the Empress of the North a constant loft
cynicism notto be explained merely on
ground of a physiological anomaly

Our author for his part observes tin
there watt in Catherines attitude towar

institution of favoritism a constant dfc

position to treat It as a matter of coursi
Whenshe refers to It In her writings
neIther particularly defends nor yet blame
herself She seems says Mr
from tho beginning to have

moral In her point of view on the quostlot
Her judgment or rather absence of judg-

ment on herself In her own memoin
though these wore written at a distanc
from tho which they describe Is I

strict her actions therel
portrayed Her mental attitude romaine
consistent though on she advanced in lift
she grew less restrained Our autho
does not concur however with M Jnuffei
In imputing to Potomkln called In tin
book Patlomkin the corrupting influence
It appears that this writer after attributln
to a loyal character elevate
spirit and devoted affection which en-

oouraged in Catherine a certain reserve
nukes Potemkln responsible for her d-

terio ration by intoxicating her wit
Incense surrounding her with lies anc
by his perverse genius malignity an
depravity steeping her Court in Intrigue
and coarse pleasures Mr Sergeant con-

cedes that Potemkin exercised no mora
restraint on Catherine no more in fact
than Orlof but he holds that she was be
awn corrupter and her conduct grew
by its own influence She
lave to herself that favorite max
m of Nemo Ittditur niti a se ipso

one can only be selfdebauched-
The curious and at first sight contradic
ry fact is brought out in the book baton

is with all Catherines disregard b
notions of propriety in her sysUm-

if favoritism there went a certain severit-
in moral questions It was well knowi-

it her court that no scandalous or llcentloui
nile no attacks Qn morals or religion
Ind favor with the Empress The
le Sepir even annoyed heronoo by reciting
omo verses which he confesses to have beer
i little free though been wel
ecelved by ladiei-
n Alter what might

some an quotes
i remark mode by on the con
met between the indulgence permitted bj
haste women and the apparent severity
if those who are less perfect Where
irtue reigns a show of nice decorum if-

lUperfluous
There is unanimous testimony that

lehavior of Catherine toward those whon
the had elevated to the post of favorite
case the most generous possible We an

not here referring only to the way In whloV

he heaped gifts on the men of her choice
to tho forbearance and magnanImIty
which when they iced offended

infidelity though she dismissed them
he did so with fresh gifts and without any

narks of anger S gur was impelled by
or treatment of Marnonof after the latt rf-
infaithfulness to write When Catherine

drawn her weaknesses ore the shadowi
if the picture but at least they leave

generosity of her character undorkened
women invested with absolute powei

ould have shown so much moderation
when they saw their sentiments betrayed-

nd their selflove wounded Masson
when he considers Catherines gentleness

i moved to remark how far removed Is hoc

onduct from that of Elizabeth of Eng
md whom he accuses of cutting oil

heads of her favorites and her rivals-

Ir Sergeant for part cheerfully
that from this point of view Catherines

was far better than was that of
daughter of Heniy But he notes

bat SalnteBeuye characteristic
asulstry when ho also contrasts Catherine

wIth Elizabeth and Christina of Sweden
holds that the formers practise of heaping

ifts on the discarded lover rather than
ssasstnating him really told against her
moo It showed openly how great was her
com of men and nations Discarded
vers would hardly bo expected to take
ainteBouves view of the
Our author for his port deny

Catherine exhibited a measure of
ynicism with regard to public opinion-

le contends however that tho changes
iade by her in the post of favorite do not
idlcnte a contempt for the occupiers of

post but that hor tendency lay all in
opposite direction She always looked

t the romantic side of every man not
nly of her lovers but also of all who served
er and when her fancy was taken she
uslnd herself with Investing the object

the qualities which her Brain told
would alone justify her in conferring the

she was wont to bestow Mr
acutely says that this faculty or

of judging and this lack of dlsorlm-
intion exhibited by one mind was
sually so clear seems been the

which Catherine paid for her want
r control over her heart naturally
jffered for Cathorlnos Russia

not suffer more was duo to the fact
at least one of her idols Potemkln

ho governed the empire during a large
of her roign was to extent
Catherine tried to to be-

atherln herself had cause to roeret that
sense of masculIne henuty which led

r mind HO astray wan not more under her
control Sho was not ono to neglect pos
iritye verdict on the contrary it was to-

ils that In much of what she
rote point our author
iys Ores might almost think that Cath
Ino trusted In the justice of posterity
t weigh 1i r merits against her weak
laMes and to decide that the former out
lanced the latter This Is what
is done or at least such portion of pos
irlty as has a judgment which It fa worth
hlle to gain i

As to personal appearance
considerable number of descriptions by
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eyewitnesses have been preserved There
Is almost unanimous testimony that her
eyes were blue Masson calls them grit
cair only one makes them brown with
a bluish tinge in certain lights To the
tint of her hair the terms brown chestnut
and are applied In the
she as still Grand Duchess

ifl having a noble figure majestIc
gait gracerul deportment and a royal
air the union of hor head and neck
was wonderful beauty Her brow
large and open her mouth was set by
beautiful teeth her nose was aquiline
Mme nVJgtoLebrun the painter and
Poniatowsky It a quite Greek
The English chaplain Rev W Tookej
who saw hor ten years after her accession
to the throne that she wad of
moderate stature but well proportioned
and as o carried her head very high
she rather tall The Prince
de that one scarcely noted
that she short His own description
of Catherine as she was at the ago
dwells on the characteristics of her

In whichIt required no Lavater
he said tofind genius justice
depth equanimity sweetness
decision

Infmortal IVIIIAtUtntlei
Prof Hugo MUneterberg in his small

book entitled The Eternal Llfe Houghton
Mifflln k Co says that past present and
future mean simply attitudes of the per-
sonality object Only one
time Is real and this reality of the

excludes the reality of everything
which precedes the past must have become
unreal when the present is reel and tho
existence of the present must
unreal when the future will bo real li
life worth living for two
If all that experience has
bescomo nonexistent and thus unreal-

In the second
This seems to make out M the pub

llshorn notice snys that there U no pastS
and no future hut an eternal now We

trust that we may be allowed to continue-
to say was a past and will be a
future for the sake of convenience We

hesitate whether it may not be thnt
there is a past owing to the
of memory The Government
prophet has abundantly satisfied us of the
unreality of futures We know no more
efficient demonstrator of the truth of Prof

It is further said hero that what we call
mighty system of will

reference The whole historical configura-
tion of our politics and law and science
and art and religion la a system of will
iemarida History means the willconneo

free personalities This definition
we have quoted aa likely to be of

assistance in understanding what the
Fesaor ways of life He says

My life ne a casual system of physical
end payohlcal prooeesea which lies spread-

ut in time between the my birth
md of my death will end with my

breath to continue it to it
till the earth falls Into or a

jllllon times longer would be without any
iralue as that kind of life which is nothing
but the mechanical occurrence of phymlev

logical and psychological phenomena had
is such no ultimate value for me or for you-

r for any one at any time But my real
ife aa a system of interrelated willattitudes
las nothing before or alter because it la-

jeyond time It is independent of birth and
loath because it cannot to related to
jiological e venta not born and will not
lie it Is immortal all possible thinkable
Jme is enclosed in it it w eternal

Such then are life reality Immortality

ind history A book conspICUously in the
hiloeophlcal form and spirit It
ntereated ua-

pr W W Keens Addresses

A much wider public than the medical
irofeeaion will be interested in Dr William
ViUlams Keens Addresses and Other
apers W B Saunders A Co Phlladel
bin Dr Keen the leading American
luthority m aurgoryrhas had frequent oc
anion to speak oh matters of general con
era connected with his profession on
io occasions and in periodicals and it ia

here utterances that are here
We find for instance an entertaining ac

aunt adorned with quaint Illustrations
f the early history of practical anatomy
ils surgical reminiscences of the civil war

nd the remarkable article on the Progress
f In the Nineteenth Century
hat was published in THE SUN five years
go are historical
ophlcal views of the medical profession de
ivered on academic bccasiohs and lighter
opulor expositions ofadvances In science
ontributed to literary periodicals The
ange of topics la wide the presentation
uthoritative and the Addreewes in this
arm will be welcomed by all concerned in
bo advance of science Opponents of
ivisection will find it hard to get around
r Keens Justification of that method of
westigatlon

Dr Nordcmkjolrl in the Antarctic
It is a rattling good book of adventure

eat Dr N Otto G Nordenskjold and Dr
oh Gunnar Anderaaon with their cob
agues have put together in Antarctica
Uacmillans The scientific results of
10 expedition will come much later as It
rill take time naturally to put them in
rder The geographical results may seem
ither meager considering the risks run
y the explorers Here we have the narra
ve of the expedition during the two winters
spent in the snows at the back of Louis

hllippe Land
The separation of the expedition made

TO narratives necessary Dr Norden
cjold tells the main story of the party
iat wintered in the south Dr Anderason-
ho joined In the second year tells of the
ideavor toreach his companions another
mrade relates the story of the loss of tha-

ntarctlc and atlll another the rescue by
le Argentine cruiser There la a breczi
388 and pictureaquenesa about whole
cry that distinguishes It from most narra-
vea of theWnd and the occasional quaint
saa of the English adds flavor to it The
lustrations are many and attractive

A Dock Hunters Luck
from Me Son Francisco Chronicle

If there Is one thIng of which I have tv-
tlntely no knowledge It la hunting and
bins remarked John 8 Inslln I neVer
UEht a fish or killed a bird In my life and
suppose I never will r couldnt tell you
e difference between a striped bns and a
nllnrd duck unless It came In on a platter
it 1 have a friend who is a sportsman You
Vet HOW a kf iiHi artsrnaii in your
e line a bin roomful of guns and fluhlnff-
tklo and all klndi of sporting paraphernalia
n used to worry the life out of mo with his

invitations to go mmtlnR and
icing Finally airrerd to no duck hunting
Ith him Hp nil the rccnlla
unrig other things he ordered a lot of shells
rifle a downtown store and f was to

and ret ahplla and pack them In my-
ip I got the pntitoRo train the store
id we ventto Alvlso Wo were prbceodlnc-
i a slough t a small hoat In cool of
rly mornIng when we ran into a million

qnen up that package of shells yeUcd my
r-

rn duck bunting since
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